Stairway to heaven?

In fact this staircase breaches building regs.
Want an easy solution? Look for the badge!

What will the badge do for you?

t Ensures compliance with building regulations

t Removes the need for onsite testing

t Guaranteed safety performance for building occupants

Shocking secrets revealed at www.bwf.org.uk/stairsecrets




Paul Timmins, FRICS FBEng MIFireE Approved Inspector; managing
director, Approved Inspector Services Lid says:

"This new scheme will greatly assist in reducing the large number slips,
frips and falls commonly recorded in homes and workplaces across
the country. Statistically, stair cases form the majority of non Building
Regulation compliance reporting, the building confrol industry is calling
out for a simple control mechanism fo improve the inspection process.
The number of cases where stairs have been incorrectly installed or poorly
built is currently far foo high. Following our own inspections we regularly
circulate pictures in our offices showing some spectacularly ridiculous
staircase installations — more offen than not they are cut down fo fit a
space they haven't been designed for and are highly dangerous fo
building occupants.

The BWF Stair Scheme wiill offer the industry a much needed quality
confrol measure, improving the Building Control Surveyors confidence for
stair design, construction and the all important installation. Other technical
assurance and building component marking schemes have been very
successful enabling long overdue compliance improvements, and | see
no reason why the Stair Scheme won't prove equally as successful.

Building Control Surveyors, building owners and occupiers will no doubt all
welcome the infroduction of the BWF Stair Scheme with open arms as we
look towards a simpler, safer future in stair certification.”

Pauline Kelly, chair of the BWF Stair Scheme says:

“The technical requirements for timber stairs are poorly understood and
are often ignored and there is no straightforward method for Building
Control Officers to verify that a stair complies with building regulations.

In response fo indusfry demand, we have developed an accreditation
scheme which is straightforward for Building Confrol Officers to recognise
as an indusfry standard. The Stair Scheme badge negates the need for
onsite loading tests, making it easier for project teams to be certain of
meeting Building Regulations. The Scheme also reassures potential clients
that a Stair Scheme stair is a very simple solution to their problem.”
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