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The guidance applies to new dwellings only, including dwellings formed by a material change of use.

New Building Regulations Requirement Q1: Unauthorised access 

	Requirement 
	Limits on application 

	PART Q SECURITY Unauthorised access 

Q1 

The building must be designed and constructed in such a way that it adequately resists— 

(a) unauthorised access from outside the building; and 

(b) unauthorised access from within the building to flats within the building. 
	Optional requirement Q1 may apply only in relation to new dwellings.” 


Section 1: Doors 
General 

All doorsets (including garage doorsets and communal entrance doorsets) providing access into a dwelling or into a building containing a dwelling should be secure doorsets in accordance with paragraphs 1.2 -1.4. 

Note: Garage doors need not be secure doorsets if there is no interconnecting doorset allowing access into the dwelling from the garage. Where access to the dwelling can be gained via an interconnecting doorset from the garage then either the garage doorset or the interconnecting door set should be a secure door set. 

Vehicular garage doorsets demonstrating compliance with the police ‘Secured by Design’ initiative will also meet the provisions of this Approved Document. 

Design of secure doorsets 

Doorsets should be 

· manufactured to a design which has been shown by test to meet the requirements of PAS 24:2012, or 

· designed and manufactured in accordance with annex B. 

Note: Doorsets demonstrating compliance with the police ‘Secured by Design’ initiative will also meet the provisions of this Approved Document. 
Primary dwelling entrance doors (usually the front entrance doorset) should be provided with

· a door viewer, unless there are other means to visually identify callers, such as clear glass within the door or a window immediately adjacent to the doorset, and

·  a door chain or door limiter. 

Note:  Alternative caller identification measures, such as electronic audio visual visitor door entry system, can be used where it is not appropriate to utilise a door chain or limiter e.g. where a warden may need emergency access to residents in sheltered housing. 

Installation and fixing of secure doorsets

Frames should be mechanically fixed to the structure of the building in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

For lightweight wall construction - to reduce the risk of breaking through the wall finishes and accessing the locking system, light framed walls should incorporate a resilient layer of either timber sheathing at least 9mm thick, expanded metal or a similar resilient material. The resilient layer should be the full height of the door 600mm either side of the doorset.

Section 2: Windows 
General 

Ground floor, basement and other easily accessible windows (including easily accessible roof lights) should be secure windows. 

Design of Secure windows 

Windows should be made to a design which has been shown by test to meet the requirements of PAS 24:2012. 

Note: windows demonstrating compliance with the police ‘Secured by Design’ initiative will also meet the provisions of this Approved Document. 

Installation and fixing of secure windows 
Frames should be mechanically fixed to the structure of the building in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions.
Annex A: Key terms
Doorset – A complete door assembly, consisting of the door frame, door leaf or leaves, essential hardware and any integral side panel or fanlight (excluding coupled assemblies) 

Secure doorset – A doorset proven to resist physical attack by a casual or opportunist burglar or a bespoke doorset incorporating proven crime reduction construction features. 

Secure window – A window proven to resist criminal attack or a bespoke window incorporating proven crime reduction construction features. 

Easily accessible – A window that is within 2m vertically of an accessible level surface such as ground/basement level or access balcony, or a window within 2m of a flat or sloping roof (with a pitch of less than 45⁰) that is within 3.5m of ground level. 

Coupled assemblies – Door and window frames which are supplied as separate self contained frames and fixed together on site.

Annex B: Bespoke timber secure door sets 

B.1 A timber doorset constructed in accordance with this annex can be considered to be a secure doorset for the purposes of Requirement Q1. 

Material 

B.2 The doorset should be manufactured from solid [or laminated?] timber with a minimum density of 600 Kg/m3 in accordance with BS 644:2012. 

Dimensions

B.3 This annex is intended for doors that do not exceed 1000mm in width and 2000mm in height, additional measures could be necessary for larger door sets.

B.4 Door rails, stiles and muntins should be a minimum of 44mm thick. 

B.5 The minimum thickness of any panel within the door set should be 15mm. The panel should be securely held in place. Beading should be screwed and glued in position. 

B.6 The smaller dimension of each panel, which can be either the width or height of the panel, should not exceed 230mm. 

Locks and hinges and letter plates

B.7 The door should be fitted with a multipoint locking system that meets the requirements of PAS 3621 (key locking both sides), PAS 8621 (non-key locking on the internal face) or PAS 10621 (non-key locking on the internal face – with an external locking override facility). 

B.8 Alternative lock configuration for a primary dwelling doorsets (usually the front doorset) can be achieved by the installation of a mortice lock conforming to BS 3621 (key locking both sides), BS 8621 (non-key locking on the internal face) or BS 10621 (non-key locking on the internal door face, but with an external locking override facility). Together with a surface mounted rim lock conforming to the same standard. There should be a minimum of 400mm and a maximum of 600mm between the two locking points. 

B.9 Non-primary doorsets (back or garage interconnecting doorsets) may be installed with A mortice lock conforming to BS 3621 (key locking both sides), BS 8621 (non-key locking on the internal face) or BS 10621 (non-key locking on the internal door face, but with an external locking override facility). Together with two morticed bolts with a minimum projection of 20mm (located a minimum of 100mm from the top and bottom corners of the door, avoiding any door construction joints). 

B.10 Hinges accessible from outside the building should not have removable pins. 

B.11 Letter plates, where provided, should have a maximum aperture of 260mm x 40mm. The letter plate should incorporate a flap or other features designed to hinder attempts to remove keys with sticks or rods and to restrict hand or arm entry.

B.12 The aperture should be located and/or designed so as to not permit release of the locking device on the inside of the door by hand or arm entry. 

Door Limitation and caller identification 

B.13 Primary dwelling entrance doors (usually the front entrance doorset) should be provided with a door viewer if there is no other means to visually identify callers, such as clear glass within the door or a window immediately adjacent to the doorset. The same doorset should also be installed with a door chain or door limiter. 

Note Alternative caller identification measures, such as electronic audio visual visitor door entry system, can be used where it is not appropriate to utilise a door chain or limiter e.g. where a warden may need emergency access to residents in sheltered housing. 

Glazing 

B.14 Any glazing which, if broken, would permit release of the locking device on the inside of the door by hand or arm entry should meet class P1A in accordance with BS EN 356 :2000. Double or triple glazed units need incorporate only one pane of class P1A glass.

