Main changes in the 2014 edition of Approved Document M
The draft new 2014 edition of Approved Document M ‘Access to and use of Buildings’ - dwellings’ is intended to replace the current 2004 edition (incorporating 2010 and 2013 amendments).
Approved Document M will be split into two parts; 
Volume 1: Dwellings, and 
Volume 2: Buildings other than dwellings.
The changes only affect those parts of the Regulations within Part M that apply to new dwellings. They are as follows: 
a. 
Regulation M4 ‘Sanitary conveniences in dwellings’ has been replaced by a new Regulation M4 ‘Access to and use of dwellings’; and 

b. 
The following sections of guidance in Approved Document M ‘Access to and use of buildings’ will be deleted: 

Section 6: Means of access to and into the dwelling 

Section 7: Circulation within the entrance storey of the dwelling 

Section 8: Accessible switches and sockets in the dwelling-10 

Section 9: Passenger lifts and common stairs in blocks of flats 

Section 10: WC provision in the entrance storey of the dwelling. 
Regulation M4 will differ from other regulations by containing two sets of ‘Optional Requirements’ that are alternatives to a mandatory baseline Requirement.
Only one Requirement will apply to any given dwelling.
M4(1) Category 1 - 
Visitable dwellings – mandatory baseline.
dwellings that can, as a minimum, be visited by a wide range of people, including some wheelchair users
M4(2) Category 2 - 
Accessible and adaptable dwellings – optional alternative to visitable dwellings
dwellings that provide a higher level of accessibility that is beneficial to a wide range of people who occupy or visit the dwelling, and provides particular benefit to older and disabled people, including some wheelchair users

M4(3) Category 3 - 
Wheelchair user dwellings – optional alternative to visitable dwellings 

dwellings that are suitable, or potentially suitable through adaptation, to be occupied by wheelchair users
