New Guidance Document AD M Volume1 – Dwellings
A full version of this new Approved Document can be found using the link below;

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/354091/02__140731__HSR_Supporting_Doc1__Access.pdf
This document shows briefly the elements that affect doors, windows and stairs.

Section 1 Visitable Dwellings

	Requirement 
	Limits on application 

	Category 1 - Visitable dwellings 
M4(1) 
Reasonable provision should be made for people to : 

(a) gain access to; and 

(b) use 

The building and its facilities 
	Requirement M4(1) does not apply to: 

(a) an extension of or material alteration of a dwelling 

(b) any part of the building which is used solely to enable the building or any service or fitting in the building to be inspected, repaired or maintained 


Requirements M4(1) will be met when a new dwelling makes reasonable provision for most people, including wheelchair users, to approach and enter the dwelling and to gain access to habitable rooms and sanitary facilities on the entrance storey.

Section 1A: Approach to the dwelling 

Communal entrances 
minimum clear width and accessible threshold
Communal stairs - 
Where the dwelling is located on an upper floor and does not have lift access, the stair meets the requirements of Part K (Protection from falling, collision and impact) for a general access stair; 
where the dwelling is located on an upper floor and does have lift access, the stair meets the requirements of Park K for a utility stair.
Section 1B: Private entrances and spaces within the dwelling
Private entrances 

minimum clear width and accessible threshold


Door and hall widths 
minimum clear width
Private stairs and
 
where unavoidable, internal steps or stairs comply with the 
changes of level within 
provisions of Part K (Protection from falling, impact and the entrance storey 

collision) for a private stair.
Section 2 Accessible and adaptable dwellings
	Optional Requirement 
	Limits on application 

	PART M ACCESS TO AND USE OF BUILDINGS 
Category 2 - Accessible and adaptable dwellings 
M4 (2) Optional requirement. 

(1) Reasonable provision must be made for people to— 

(a) gain access to, and 

(b) use, the dwelling and its facilities. 

(2) The provision made must be sufficient to allow adaptation of the dwelling— 

(a) to meet changing needs of the occupants over time, or 

(b) to meet the needs of occupants with differing needs. 
	Optional requirement M4(2)— 

(a) may apply only in relation to new dwellings; 

(b) will apply in substitution for requirement M4(1); 

(c) does not apply where optional requirement M4(3) applies; 

(d) does not apply to any part of a building that is used solely to enable the building or any service or fitting in the building to be inspected, repaired or maintained. 


Optional Requirement M4(2) will be met where a new dwelling makes reasonable provision for access for most people and incorporates features that make it potentially suitable for a wide range of occupants, including older people, those with reduced mobility and some wheelchair users.

Section 2A: Approach to the dwelling

Principle communal entrance 
minimum clear width and accessible threshold
300mm “nib” provided to leading edge of door and depth of reveal on leading side of the door not to exceed 200mm
Other communal doors
above apply to every other communal door, or gate, along the approach route. 
Communal stairs 
Ensure that the principal stair that give access to the dwelling meets the requirements of Part K for a general access stair.
Section 2B: Private entrances and spaces within the dwelling
Principal private entrance 
minimum clear width and accessible threshold
and alternative entrance 
300mm “nib” provided to leading edge of door and depth of reveal on leading side of the door not to exceed 200mm
Circulation areas and

minimum clear width and accessible threshold
internal doorways


300mm “nib” provided to leading edge of door
Private stairs and 


The stair from the entrance storey to the storey 
changes of level within  

above (or below) and any stair within the storey above 
the dwelling 
(or below) has a clear width of at least 850mm when measured at a height of 450mm above the pitch line of the treads (ignoring any newel post) and all stairs meet the provisions of Part K for private stairs.

Living, kitchen and 


glazing to the principal window to the principal living eating areas 



area starts no higher than 850mm above floor level
Section 3 Wheelchair user dwellings
	Optional Requirement 
	Limits on application 

	Category 3 -Wheelchair user dwellings 
M4(3) Optional Requirement 
(1) Reasonable provision must be made for people to— 

(a) gain access to, and 

(b) use, the dwelling and its facilities. 

(2) The provision made must be sufficient— 

(a) to meet the needs of occupants who use wheelchairs; or 

(b) to allow simple adaptation of the dwelling to meet the needs of occupants who use wheelchairs.. 
	Optional requirement M4(3)— 

(a) may apply only in relation to a dwelling that is erected; 

(b) will apply in substitution for requirement M4(1); 

(c) does not apply where optional requirement M4(2) applies; 

(d) does not apply to any part of a building that is used solely to enable the building or any service or fitting in the building to be inspected, repaired or maintained. 

Optional requirement M4(3)(2)(a) applies only where the planning permission under which the building work is carried out specifies that it shall be complied with 


Optional Requirement M4(3) will be met where a new dwelling makes reasonable provision, either at completion or in the future, for a wheelchair user, to live in the dwelling and use any associated private outdoor space, parking and communal facilities that may be provided for the use of the occupants.

Section 3A: Approach to the dwelling
Principal communal entrance
minimum clear width and accessible threshold
and Other communal doors 
300mm “nib” provided to leading edge of door and depth of reveal on leading side of the door not to exceed 200mm
Communal stairs
Ensure that the principal stair that give access to the dwelling meets the provisions of Part K for a general access stair
Section 3B: Private entrances and spaces within, and connected to the dwelling

Principal private entrance 
minimum clear width and accessible threshold
And other external doors 
300mm “nib” provided to leading edge of door and depth of reveal on leading side of the door not to exceed 200mm
Hall and door widths 

minimum clear width and accessible threshold

300mm “nib” provided to leading edge of door and depth of reveal on leading side of the door not to exceed 200mm
Private stairs and changes           all stairs meet the Provisions of Part K 
of level within the dwelling          for private stairs. 
the stair from the entrance storey to the storey above (or below) and any stair within the storey above (or below), has a clear width of at least 850mm when measured at a height of 450mm above the pitch line of the treads (ignoring any newel post); 
Living areas 
glazing to the principal window of this living area starts no higher than 850mm above floor level. 
